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         Available at www.homelandgitmo.com
Description:

End Homeland Guantanamos is an interactive website (www.homelandgitmo.com) designed to spotlight the inhumane conditions being faced by nearly 300,000 people in immigrant detention as a result of unfair Department of Homeland Security (DHS) policies. Visitors to the website assume the role of an undercover journalist doing an investigative series on Immigration Detention and the true story of Boubacar Bah, an immigrant who died in U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE) custody under questionable circumstances in 2007. The site was developed by Breakthrough, an international human rights organization. 
The user experiences a 3-D walk-through tour of the facility led by a guide, during which they encounter video stories about true situations as experienced by former detainees. These testimonials, along with facts, images and stories expose the deplorable medical conditions, abuse, and lack of due process faced by detained immigrants – both legal and undocumented -- the majority of whom have no criminal history. After the user watches each short video piece, they are asked questions about what they just learned. If the user answers these correctly, they are rewarded with an item -- a clue -- to help them solve Boubacar's case. If they find the correct place in the facility to unlock the clue, an event is revealed in the timeline. Once all the events -- the facts -- are revealed, the user has solved the mystery and can publish their story. The visitor concludes their tour with a visit to a memorial wall for the 87* women and men who have died in detention. 
Key Facts & Features:

· Boubacar Bah was a 52-year-old tailor from Guinea who overstayed a tourist visa and was held in the Elizabeth (NJ) Detention Center in 2007; after suspicious conditions, he fell and hit his head, was sent to the medical unit and then put in solitary confinement, where he was left for more than 12 hours before being rushed to the hospital for emergency surgery of a skull fracture and multiple brain hemorrhages; he slipped into a coma and died four months later; his story was chronicled in the New York Times: http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/05/nyregion/05detain.html?_r=1&oref=slogin.
· Different areas of the detention center that can be explored include the cell, visitor’s room, restrooms, common area, office, medical unit and solitary confinement.

· Once the mystery has been solved and the user’s published story appears, they are then invited to view the memorial garden devoted to the 87 detainees who have died in detention since 2003; here, users can post comments, write their own testimonials or upload images to the wall.
· Visitors to the site can also use a zip code tool which enables them to see how close their home is to the nearest “Homeland Guantanamo” detention center.

· The site also include facts on detention and immigration policy, take-action components on how to effect change, and a discussion guide for community groups to utilize in leading social justice and advocacy events.

· End Homeland Guantanamos is launching as part of the Night of a Thousand Conversations, a national initiative to expose and work toward rectifying the violations of human rights and civil liberties caused by DHS policies.
Detainee Video Testimonials:

· Warren Joseph – from Trinidad, received a green card and served the U.S. Army in Iraq; detained and threatened with deportation because of violations to the conditions of his green card due to behavior and actions caused by post-traumatic-stress-syndrome; spent three years in detention where he observed and encountered serious physical and psychological abuse from immigration officers and jail officials. 

· Juana Villegas – from Mexico, was nine months pregnant when she was stopped for “careless driving” (for which she was later found innocent); instead of receiving a customary citation, because of an agreement between local police and federal immigration authorities, she was detained in jail where she was shackled and remained shackled in transit to the hospital and while she gave birth and was then not allowed to use a breast pump or nurse her newborn child. 
· Agatha Joseph – a native of St. Lucia, came to the United States in 1986 and became a citizen; eventually brought her two daughters who are green card holders; her teenage daughter was detained upon return from vacation to the Caribbean because of a prior marijuana violation for which she paid a fine; while in detention for three years, she was subject to unsafe conditions, harsh treatment and dirty facilities.
· Ali – Pakistani-born, HIV+ gay man, living in New York City for 30 years with a green card; after serving a brief term in jail for a minor crime, he was immediately turned over to immigration authorities and spent more than a year in detention where he witnessed the worst kind of physical abuse and medical mistreatment, including constantly fighting to get his HIV medication which he needed to survive and often being given the wrong medications or doses. 

* from 3/03 – 8/08
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